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Appendix C The so-called Bible Code


 In 1997 The Bible Code by Michael Drosnin caused headlines around the world.
         Drosnin claimed that the Bible contains hidden messages which could be discovered by searching for equidistant letter sequences (EDLSs). An EDLS is found  by taking any text, picking a particular starting letter, then jumping forward a set  number of letters at a time. So, for example, with this paragraph we could start   with the 'M' in Michael and jump, say, five spaces at a time. If we noted every fifth letter, we would generate the EDLS mesahirt...
           Although this particular EDLS does not contain any sensible words, Drosnin  described the discovery of an astonishing number of Biblical EDLSs that not only form sensible words, but result in complete sentences. According to Drosnin, these sentences are Biblical predictions. For example, he claims to have  found references to the assassinations of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and  Anwar Sadat. In one EDLS the name of Newton is mentioned next to gravity, and in another Edison is linked with the light bulb. Although Drosnin's book is  based on a paper published by Doron Witzum, Eliyahu Rips and Yoav Roseberg, it is far more ambitious in its claims, and has attracted a great deal of criticism. The main cause of concern is that the text being studied is enormous: in a large enough text, it is hardly surprising that by varying both the starting place  and the size of the jump, sensible phrases can be made to appear.
           Brendan McKay at the Australian National University tried to demonstrate the weakness of Drosnin's approach by searching for EDLSs in Moby Dick, and discovered thirteen statements pertaining to assassinations of famous people, including Trotsky, Gandhi and Robert Kennedy. Furthermore, Hebrew texts are bound to be particularly rich in EDLSs, because they are largely devoid of vowels. This means that interpreters can insert vowels as they see fit, which makes it  easier to extract predictions.
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